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President  Benson's   Plans  Changed 


A  CABLECIRAM  from  London  brought 
**  word  that  President  Benson's  comini^- 
to  South  Africa  has  been  indefinite!}'  post- 
poned, upon  the  advice  of  the  First  Presi- 
dency of  the  Church.  W'e  are  all  li\in^  in 
da\s  of  uncertaint\-  and  sudden  changes  ol 
the  best  laitl  plans.  Presitlent  Benson  ex- 
pressed his  deepest  regrets  and,  neetlless  to 
say,    we    are    all    \er}-    disappointed.        The 


plans  that  ha\e  been  prepared  in  all  parts 
of  the  Mission  show  the  eagerness  with 
which  his  coming"  was  awailetl.  Under  the 
circumstances  we  shall  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  hope  that  all  our  plans  will  be- 
come an  accompli.shed  fact.  From  the  ex- 
periences of  the  past  we  have  learned  the 
wisdom  of  following-  counsel  and  accepting 
the  gracious  guidance  of  our  leaders. 


**Give  the  Lord  a  Chance '* 

By  PRES.  GEORGE  ALBERT  SMITH 


I  REMEMBER  one  day  I  was  impressed 
'  to  say  to  a  missionar}-  who  was  g;oing-  to 
a  certain  town  where  the}-  would  not  let  us 
Iiold  street  meeting;s  : 

"  Xow  remember,  give  the  Lord  a 
chance.  Vou  are  going  to  ask  a  favour, 
(iive  the  Lord  a  chance.  Ask  him  to  open 
the  way." 

The  young  man  went  to  that  cit}-,  went 
into  the  office  of  the  mayor,  and  asked  if 
he  could  see  him.  He  was  going  to  ask 
if  they  might  change  the  rule. 

When  he  got  there,  he  found  that  the 
mayor  was  out  of  town.  The  young  mai> 
came  out  of  the  office,  looked  down  the  hall 
and  saw  on  a  door  at  the  end  of  the  hall, 
"  Chief  Constable's  Office."  He  hesitated 
a  moment,  and  soniethingf  said  to  him  : 
"  Crive  the  Lord  a  chaiice."  He  walked 
into  the  chief  constable's  office  and  told  him 
what  he  had  come  for.       When  he  finished 


liie  man  said  : 

"  Well,  what  street  corner  would  \-ou 
like?  " 

He  said  :  "  1  don't  know  this  city  as  well 
as  you  do.  1  would  not  ask  for  a  corner 
that  would  be  undesirable,  or  where  wc 
would  block  the  traffic.  Woukl  you  mind 
going-  with  me  to  select  a  corner?  " 

Just  think  of  a  iiiissionary  asking  the 
chief  constable  to  pick  a  corner  on  which 
to  preach  the  gospel ! 

The  constable  said  : 

"  Surely,   I  will  go  with  you." 

In  fifteen  minutes  the}'  had  one  of  the  best 
corners  in  town,  with  pern-iission  to  preach 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  where  it  had  not 
been  preached  on  the  streets  since  before 
the  war.  (This  was  following  World 
War  L) 

I  renieniber  another  incident  of  this 
(Continued  on  page  108.) 
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The  M.I.A.  Theme  for  1946-1947 

By  GEORGE  Q.  MORRIS,  General  Superintendent  of  the  Y. M.M.I. A. 

Let  everyone  get   a  knowledge  for    himself  that   this  work  is   true—then  let 

every  person  say:    I  will  live  my  religion — I  will  walk  humbly  before  my  God 

and  deal  honestly  with   my  fellow  beings.-  Brigham  Young 


AT  the  June  coiitcrence  just  now  con- 
cluded, a  new  theme  from  the  sermon 
l)y  I'residenl  Brigham  \'oung  was  intro- 
duced. It  reads:  "  Let  everyone  get  a 
knowledge  lor  himself  that  this  work  is 
true  then  let  every  person  say:  "I  will  li\e 
my  religion — I  will  walk  humbly  before  niy 
(iod  and  deal  honestly  with  my  fellow 
beings."  Of  course,  the  work  referred  to 
in  the  theme  is  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
restored  to  the  earth  by  him,  through  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

I  am  sure  we  are  all  convinced  that  in 
the  midst  of  the  contention,  conflict,  and 
confusion  that  exists,  there  is  need  for  some 
sure  foundation  upon  which  we  may  build 
our  lives.  I  am  persuaded,  also,  that  most 
of  us  agree  that  this  spiritual  confusion, 
with  its  background  of  devastated  cities  and 
homeless,  starving  peoples,  is  conclusive 
proof  that  human  wisdom — much  of  it 
cynical  and  atheistic — has  proved  utterly  in- 
adequate ;  and  has  led  to  world  disaster  : 

In  this  the  scriptures  have  been  fulfilled.  • 
An  ancient  prophet  said:  "  Woe  unto  them 
that  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil;  that  put 
darkness  for  light,  and  light  for  darkness." 
(Isaiah  5:20.)  Also  an  injunction  by  a 
modern  prophet  has  been  violated  which 
counsels  to  ".  .  .  not  be  seduced  by  evil 
spirits,  or  doctrines  of  dexils,  or  the  com- 
mandmen  ts  of  men."  (D.  and  C.  46:7.) 
This  global  holocaust  came  as  men  ignored 
and  defied  their  God.  The  only  positive 
cure  is  to  repent  and  turn  to  him.  Nothing 
else  can  compose  this  distraught  world. 

The  Lord  referring  to  the  restoring  of  the 
Church  declares: 

For  verily  the  xoice  of  the  Lord  is  unto 
all  men,  and  there  is  none  to  escape;  and 
there  is  no  eye  that  shall  not  see,  neither 
ear  that  shall  not  hear,  neither  heart  that 
shall  not  be  penetrated.  .  .  .  Wherefore, 
I,  the  Lord,  knowing  the  calamity  which 
should  come  upon   the  inhabitants  of  the 


earth,  called  upon  my  servant  Joseph 
Smith,  Jun.,  and  spake  unto  him  from 
hea\en,  and  gave  him  commandments; 
.  .  .  That  the  fulness  of  my  gospel  might 
be  proclaimed  by  the  weak  and  the  simple 
unio  the  ends  ol"  the  world,  and  before 
kings  and  rulers.  .  .  .  And  also  those  to 
whom  these  commandments  were  given, 
might  have  power  to  bring  it  forth  out 
of  obscurity  and  out  of  darkness,  the  only 
true  and  living  church  upon  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth  with  which  I,  the  Lord, 
am  well  pleased,  speaking  unto  the 
church  collectively  and  not  individually. 
(U.  and  C.  1  :2,  17,  23,  30.) 
Joseph  Smith  tells  of  some  of  the  heavenly 
manifestations  he  has  seen  and  the  instruc- 
tions he  had  received  from  the  Lord  in  con- 
nection with  the  setting  upon  the  Church, 
then  testifies  as  follows  : 

By  these  things  we  know  that  there  is 
a  (iod  in  heaven,  who  is  infinite  and  eter- 
nal, from  everlasting  to  everlasting  the 
same  unchangeable  God,  the  framer  of 
heaven  and  earth,  and  all  things  which 
are  in  them  ;  And  that  he  created  man, 
male  and  female,  after  his  own  image  and 
in  his  own  likeness,  created  he  them  ; 
y\nd  gave  unto  them  commandments  that 
they  should  love  and  serve  him,  the  only 
living  and  true  God,  and  that  he  should 
be  the  only  being  whom  they  should  wor- 
ship. .  .  .  And  we  know  that  all  men 
must  repent  and  believe  on  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  worship  the  Father  in 
his  name,  and  endure  in  faith  on  his 
name  to  the  end,  or  they  cannot  be  saved 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.  (D.  and  C. 
20:17-29.)  ^ 

The  Lord  in  his  mercy  and  wisdom  has 
promised  that  everyone  who  is  sufficiently 
humble,  sincere,  and  prayerful ;  and  who 
will  do  his  will  may  get  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth  of  these  things.  '  One  Avho  does  gain 
(Continued  on  page  108.) 
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Some  Essentials  in  Missionary  Work 

By  PRES.  JOSEPH  F.  SMITH 

([""loni    minutes   of  missionary   meeting    with   ihc  I'lesidenc}  ,  the  Council  of  the  Twehe, 

and    tlu'    l<"ii-st    Council    of   the    Seventy,    and    others,    held    in    the    Salt     Lake    Temple 

Annex,  June  26,    1902,   prior  to   President  (irant's  departure  for    japan.) 


IHA\  I*!    been    on    a    numljer    of    missions, 
and  ha\e  had  perhaps  some  little  experi- 
ence   with     regard    to    missionary    life    and 
labours.        There   is   one   thing   that    I    ha\e 
found   in    n^\   experiences   that   a   missionary 
should  learn,  and  that  is  that  he  is  engaged 
in    (iod's    work    and    not    the-    work    of   men. 
Thai   one    fad    is   essential    to    a    missionary 
in  order  to  succeed.        Men  who  go  out   to 
preach    the    gospel    with    the    thought    that 
the\-  are  able  to  do  it   themselves,   and  that 
it    is  onl\    man   that   does  that  work,   will  be 
mistaken,    and   the\    will   be  grievously   dis- 
appointetl  whoever  the\'  are.        A  man   who 
undertakes  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ   of   his   own    wistlom   anti   knowledge, 
and    in    a    boastful    manner,    will    most    em- 
phatically fail.        He  c-annol  do  it.        In  prt)- 
|K)rtion     as    we    possess    confidence     in     the 
Lord   ant!   confidence    in    his   word,    we   will 
succeed  in  our  labours,  and  the  only  way  in 
which    we   can    succeed    is    by    hunlilit-,-    and 
submission    to   the   will    and    to   thi'   word   ol 
the  Lord  as  it  may  be  made  manifest  to  us. 
It    is    necessar)'    for    us    as    missionaries    lo 
make  up  our  minds  to  get   the  testimony  of 
the    spirit    of    (lod,    in    our    hearts,    that    we 
are  called   of  (iod,    that    we  have   his    truth, 
and  that   it    is  not  qnl}-   in  the  Bible,   antl   in 
the   Book   o\'   Mt)rmon,    and    in   the    Doctrine 
and  Coxenants  that  we  find  it,  but  we  find 
it  and  have  it  in  our  own  hearts  and  in  our 
own  mintls.       \\'e  must  learn  this  or  we  will 
be  cauglit  sometinu-  off  our  guard  and   will 
be   overcome.    .    .    .     The   great    thing    is    lo 
get    the   spirit    of  truth    in   your  hearts,    the 
Spirit  of  (lod,  and  a  true  and  faithful  wit- 
ness  and   lestimon}'    in    vour   souls    that    \'ou 
ha\e    been    called    and    sent    forth    to    preach 
Jesus    Christ    and    him    crucifietl    and    risen 
from    ihe   dead,    the   Saviour   of   the   world, 
and  the  first  fruits  of  the  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  and  that  Josepli  Smith,  iln'  Pro- 
phet  of   Ciotl,    was    raiseil    up    in    the    latter 
davs    to    renew    the    covenant    of    Christ's 


baptism  and  death  and  resurrection  to  the 
world  for  their  salvation  and  deliverance 
from  s  n,  and  lo  permit  them  to  come  forth 
from  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  to  a  new- 
ness of  life.  If  you  do  not  know  this,  if 
you  do  not  feel  this  in  your  hearts  and  be- 
lie\c  it  w  ith  all  your  souls,  I  would  not  give 
the  snap  of  my  finger  for  your  ministry  o-- 
missionary  labours;  it  won't  anK)unl  to  the 
ashes  of  a  rye  straw.  I  don't  care  how 
well  you  talk  the  language  or  how  pious 
\()U  may  be  or  what  you  may  do,  if  vou 
ha\c  not  that  spirit  in  your  hearts  and  do 
not  beliexe  the  truth  yourselves,  xou  cannot 
become  saviours  to  the  world. 

In  the  first  place,  become  con\  inced,  if 
you  are  not  already  convinced,  become  con- 
\  inced  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  that  he  lives 
and  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  Know 
ye  that  Jesus  Christ  himself  appeared  to 
Joseph  Smith  and  renewed  his  covenant  with 
men  in  the  world,  and  Joseph  Smith  was 
the  agent  clK)sen  through  (iod  through 
which  this  covenant  should  be  renewed  to 
the  world.  Learn  this  great  ami  glorious 
truth,  for  it  is  a  truth,  and  this  is  the  truth 
thai  you  go  to  preach  to  the  world.  The 
rest  of  the  world  preach  the  Bible  and  in 
general  some  of  them  preach  it  probably 
just  as  well  as  we  can.  Their  teaching  of 
it  would  perhaps  be  just  as  acceptable  to  the 
world  as  anything  we  could  give,  ami  per- 
haps far  more  so,  if  we  do  not  know  where- 
of we  speak  ami  why  we  go  forth  to  preach 
tlu'  truth.  Xow  another  thing,  my  brethren 
and  sisters,  I  am  a  weak  man,  a  very  weak 
man.  I  have  many  faults,  manv  imperfec- 
tions, and  main  shortcomings.  I  am  h\ 
no  means  perfect,  but  the  priesthood  that 
Ciod  my  Father  has  given  to  me  is  not  im-  • 
perfect  ;  it  is  truth.  Though  \  ou  mav  see 
J11V  weaknes.ses  and  my  imperfections,  and 
may  look  upon  me  with  some  degree  of  con- 
tempt,  likely  in  your  minds,  do  not  for  a 
moment  allow  x ourselves  to  look  with  con- 
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tempt  or  lighll)  upon  I  Ik-  position  thai  (iod 
has  called  nic  to.  Don't  you  do  it,  for 
though  I  may  bt-  a  weak  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  has  put  me  in 
the  place  I  stand,  in  the  order  that  he  has 
established,  in  the  order  of  the  kingdom,  in 
the  order  of  the  priesthood  that  he  has  in- 
stituted as  the  head.  Here  are  the 
brethren,  the  Twelve  Apostles  and  the  pre- 
siding Presidents  of  the  Seventy  ;  they  all 
ha\e  their  weaknesses  and  imperfections', 
but  they  are  apostles  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  they  are  the  presiding  Seventy  ;  they 
hold  the  Melchizedck  Priesthood  ;  they  have 
authority  from  God.  While  we  may  think 
these  brethren  have  their  imperfections  and 
we  could  not  worship  them,  we  are  not 
called  upon  to  worship  anybody  except  God 
and  Christ.  And  while  we  may  think  they 
are  only  human  beings,  the  positions  they 
hold  and  stand  in  are  most  sacred  in  the 
sight  of  heaven  and  must  be  held  sacred  by 
us.  We  must  honour  the  callings  of  these 
men ;  we  must  honour  the  priesthood  that 
they  bear.  Why?  Because  it  is  God's, 
because  God  has  revealed  it ;  God  has  insti- 
tuted it ;  and  it  is  for  the  government  of 
this  Church  ;  it  is  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry ;  it  is  for  the  edifying  of  the 
body  of  Christ  ;  it  is  for  the  building  up  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  the  instruction  of 
the  people,  that  we  all  come  to  a  unity  of 
the  faith,  and  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Son 
of  God,  to  the  perfect  stature  of  Jesus 
Christ.  God  has  instituted  it ;  and  that 
which  God  has  instituted,  you  and  I  must 
hold  in  respect  and  hold  sacred,  or  by  and 
by,  we  will  be  weighed  in  the  balance  and 
found  wanting. 

Now  that  is  the  thing  I  would  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  my  brethren  ;  not  that  I 
want  any  homage,  but  I  want  mv  brethren 
and  sisters  to  know  that  the  Lord  has  placed 
someone  at  the  head,  and  that  his  place  is 
a  sacred  place  and  position.  It  is  a  sacred 
gift  of  the  Lord,  one  that  (lod  hokls  sacred, 
one  that  he  has  established,  and  we  cannot 
treat  it  lightly  though  we  may  have  perhaps 
very  little  respect  for  the  individual  him- 
self. Man  may  ha\e  man}-  weaknesses, 
but  the  president,  the  apostle,  the  seventy, 
the  high  priest,  the  elder,  the  patriarch,  and 
the  bishop  and  those  wIk)  hold  offices  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,   must  be  respected  in  the 


spheres  in  which  the}  are  called  to  act,  and 
their  positions  inust  l:e  upheld  and  held 
sacredl}  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  God, 
and  especially  in  the  minds  of  those  who  go 
out  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  nations  (jf 
the  earth. 

The  last  mission  1  was  on,  there  came 
into  the  mission  two  missionaries,  called, 
set  apart,  and  sent  forth  to  a  foreign  land 
to  preach  the  gospel.  To  mv  astonishment 
neither  one  of  these  two  missicjnaries  (and 
they  lived  and  were  born  in  Utah,  and  grew 
up  in  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  Utah), 
could  tell  you  who  was  the  President  of  the 
Church,  or  who  were  the  counsellors  to 
President  John  Taylor.  When  they  were 
asked  who  was  the  president  of  the  stake 
where  they  lived,  they  did  not  know.  They 
did  know  something  about  the  bishop  in  the 
ward  where  their  parents  lived,  but  beyond 
that  all  was  chaos.  One  of  them  came  U) 
me  and  asked,  "  Brother  Smith,  is  there 
any  difference  at  all,  and  if  so,  what  is  the 
difference,  between  Mormonism  and  Ca- 
tholicism? "  Well,  now,  it  won't  do  for 
young  people  to  go  out  into  the  world  in 
this  way.  Before  you  go  you  had  better 
get  somebody  who  does  know  something 
about  it,  and  jot  down  who  is  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Church  and  his  counsellors,  get 
their  names.  Who  are  the  Twelve  Apos- 
tles? Now,  of  course,  this  is  unnecessary 
to  say  here,  but  learn  the  truth,  brethren, 
and  God  will  bless  vou. 

I  shall  feel  in  my  heart  to  sustain  you  in 
your  mission.  \'ou  are  not  going  to  have 
a  good  jolly  lime.  You  are  not  going  to 
spend  money  and  have  a  fine,  rollicking  time 
of  it.  If  you  do,  you  will  not  do  any  good. 
You  are  going  out  as  lambs  before  the 
wolves  ;  you  are  going  out  as  ministers  of 
the  gospel  to  an  unbelieving,  scoffing  world. 
Vou  are  going  out  to  be  brought  in  contact 
with  unbelief,  with  infidelit}',  and  with  every 
criminal  thing  in  the  world,  for  you  will 
find  that  crime  exists  in  the  world  such  as 
you  have  never  seen  perhaps  at  home  or 
have  dreamed  of. 

^'ou  are  going  out  to  preach  the  gospel, 
antl  the  world  is  against  you.  You  will 
have  to  stem  the  current  of  opposition,  and 
when  you  have  the  Lord  on  your  side,  you 
will  be  strong  enough. 

liniuovcment  Era. 
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Spiritualizing  Our  Social  Activities 

By  OSCAR  A.   KIRKHAM  of  the  First  Council  of  the  Seventy 

An   addri'ss   beforf   tiic   Cultural    Arts   Session    ol    June    Conference,    Friday    afternoon, 

|une  7,  1946,  in  the  Tabernaele. 


THK  Latter-day  Saints  have  ever  been 
vitally  interested  in  the  social  activi- 
ties and  have  ever  liad  a  strong  desire  to 
spiritualize  them.  In  fact,  in  all  that  we 
do  in  righteousness  before  the  Lord  we  seek 
divine  guidance  and  favour.  We  know  the 
strength  and  power  which  come  from  our 
heavenly  Father.  Our  leaders  have  always 
appreciated  the  \alue  of  social  activities. 
Joseph  Smith,  the  Prophet,  formed  a 
ilramatic  company  in  Xauvoo.  Brigham 
\'oung,  i^raslus  .Snow,  and  (ieorge  A. 
Smith,  and  other  great  leaders  of  the 
Church  look  part  in  the  plays  and  the  social 
actixities.  Brigham  \'oung,  with  the  vision 
of  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,  and  realizing  the 
vital  part  .social  activities  played  in  the  life 
of  the  Saints,  planned  for  the  entertainment 
and  the  development  of  our  people  in  the 
cultural  arts  long  before  the  Pioneers 
reached  these  \alleys.  Iveliearsals  anti 
dances  were  invariabl\  opened  with  prayer. 
The  people  must  ha\e  amusement  as  well 
as  religion,"  saitl  President  \'oung.  "  The 
pla}house  should  be  as  sacri'd  as  the  tem- 
ple, and  may  be  made  so  by  the  conduct 
of  those  who  are  engaged   in   il." 

To  live  life  at  its  very  best,  il  is  neces- 
sary to  achieve  skill  in  living.  Our  social 
activities  are  a  vital  part  of  us,  and  they 
must  be  spiritualized  if  we  would  have  them 
contribute  to  our  development  and  happi- 
ness.      John  V.  .Alexander  has  said  : 

W'oukl  you  be  great  and  successful? 
Then  you  must  be  gentle  and  brave  and 
generous  and  fearless  and  helpful — to  love 
your    fellows    and    Ciod.  To   taste   life 

deeply    and    to    enjoy    it    to    the   full,    you 
must  live  sanely  in  body,  with  clear  mind 
and  .social  and  religious  outreach. 
.\s  we  try  to  help  in  bringing  these  ideals 
about,  we  should  realize  that  much  depends 
on  the  environment — the  home  of  our  activi- 
ties.       It  should  be  the  very  best  we  can 
afford.        To    be    clean,    carefulh-    selected 
colour;    beauty    in    design,    comfort,    good 


taste,  opportunity  for  some  privacy — these 
should  be  carefully  studied  and  made  a  part 
of  the  refinement  of  the  environment,  the 
home  of  our  activities.  The  building  and 
surroundings  should  express  spirituality.  If 
refreshments  are  served,  thev  should  be 
served  attractively,  and  the  h(ime  should 
be  made  beautiful  and  attractive — the 
lounge  with  the  fireplace,  paintings;  it 
should  invite  tlie  best  in  men  and  women 
as  they  enjoy  their  .social  recreation. 

Julia  Dean  Hayne,  one  of  the  great  artists 
of  yesterday,  in  taking  a  curtain  call  at  the 
Salt  Lake  Theatre,  addressing  President 
\'oung,  said  : 

I  trust  you  will  permit  me,  in  the  name 
of  my  art,  to  speak  my  high  appreciation 
of     the     order     and     beauty     that     reign 
throughout  this  house.       I  would  that  the 
same  purity  prevailed  in  every  temple  for 
the   drama's   teachings. 
I     congratulate     the     Canadian     slakes : 
Mesa,  Arizona;  Sacramento,  San  Fernando, 
South  Los  Angeles,  and  Los  .Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia ;    Driggs,     Idaho;    and(ireat    F"alls, 
Montana ;    the    Brigham    \oung    I'nivcrsity 
with     its     Smith     .Memorial     Building;     and 
other  places,  on  the  lovely  homes  ihev  have 
provided    for    expression    and    enjoyment    in 
our   social    activities.  We   of   Salt    Lake 

City  must  meet  the  great  present,  urgent 
n»cd  of  "  a  temple  to  youth  "  which  will  in- 
(ludi-  a  worthv  place  for  drama,  dancing, 
and  others  of  the  arts.  It  would  be  lovely 
if  the  building  would  express  the  great 
memories  and  traditions  of  yestcrdav  in 
design  and  purpose,  and  give  also  all  the 
many  conveniences  of  our  great  Morld  of 
to-tlav.  I  am  sure  the  young  people  of 
this  area  are  only  waiting  for  the  word  to 
be  spoken,  and  they  will  do  their  full  part 
in  bringing  their  dreams  and  hopes  to  a 
beautiful  fullilmcnt. 

We  must  be  wise,  careful,  and  courageous 
in   selecting  and   training  our  leadership   in 
(Continued  on  page  107.) 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Cape  District. 

Dan  Chcrrctl,  rrcsideiit,  14,  Serpentine 
Road,  Pinelands,  C.V. 
During'-  the  montli  Dan  and  his  wife  have 
been  on  holidax .  They  made  use  of  their 
trip  to  find  i^enealogical  records.  From 
Hermanus  word  has  been  received  of  the 
arri\al  during  August  of  a  new  son  in  the 
home  of  Sister  and  Mr.  van  Zyl.  Con- 
gratulations. Mr.  and  Sister  Fourie  have 
spent  the  month  of  September  on  hoHday 
\isiting  friends  and  relatives  in  the  Cape 
r3istrict. 

Durban  Branch. 

Louis  Duncan,  President, 
Montpelier  Road. 
During  the,  month  of  August  our  Branch 
President  spent  all  Ihis  time  in  Port  Eliza- 
beth attending  business.  Harry  Spear  has 
been  in  hospital  again  for  attention  to  his 
arm  and  the  wounds  he  received  "  Up 
North." 

East  London. 

B.  A.  T.  Jubber,  5,  Nahoon  View  Road. 
Brother  jakins  has  returned  from  his  visit 
to  Cape  Town  and  will  be  in  the  East 
London  District  for  several  weeks.  Lance 
jubber  and  his  bride  spent  an  enjoyable 
holiday  at  Durban,  Margate  and  Cape 
Town.  Sunday,  August  11th,  President 
and  Sister  Sharp  paid  a  surprise  visit  for 
the  week-end  and  during  the  day  two  meet- 
ings were  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Tommy  Jubber.  Sister  Beryl  Wilson 
and  her  two  children,  of  the  Springs  Branch, 
were  there  on  holiday. 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch. 

Robert  K.  F.  DoUer,  President, 
18,  Caithness  Road. 
Brother  Louis  Duncan  was  the  speaker  at 
services  twice  during  the  month.  He  visited 
in  the  homes  of  the  members.  Brother 
Vince  Doller  has  returned  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth after  several  months'  work  and  train- 
ing- in  Durban.  President  and  Sister 
Sharp  were  visitors  for  two  days.  Mr. 
Fourie  and  his  wife,  our  Mission  Primary 
Mother,  paid  a  brief  visit  as  part  of  their 
holiday.  Sister  J.  Smith  and  daughter 
Bertha  have  returned  to  Port  Elizabeth  from 
the  Transvaal. 


Transvaal  District. 

Norman  G.   Muir,   President,    119,   Kitchner 
Avenue,    Bez   Valley,    Johannesburg. 

Springs  Branch. 

Reaford  Fuller,  President,  67,  5th  Street. 
The  Auxiliary  organizations  continue  to 
lake  their  turn  in  presenting  interesting  ser- 
vices on  the  first  .Sunday  evening  of  each 
month.  Brothers  Muir  and  Charsley  were 
speakers  at  the  meeting  sponsored  by  the 
Relief  Society.  Brother  William   Henry 

Hellon,  of  Boksburg,  passed  away  and  was 
buried  Sunday,  August  18th,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Springs  Branch  Presidency. 
Deepest  sympathy  is  expressed  to  Sister 
Hellon  and  family  in  this  sorrow  that  is 
their 's. 

Liahona  Branch. 

Ariel  T.  Smith,  President,  61,  Victoria 
Street,    Rosettenville,   Johannesburg. 

A  fine  baby  boy  arrived  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Douglas  Charsley,  13th 
of  August.  Brother  L   C.   Louw,  of  the 

District  Presidency,  was  the  speaker  at  the 
evening  service  of  July  29th. 

Pretoria  Branch.. 

George  Ganter,  President,  84,  Elson 
Street,  Pretoria  West. 
Sister  Cooksley  has  returned  from  a 
month's  holiday  in  Durban.  Brother  Charles 
Sanders  is  in  the  hospital.  He  is  making 
good  progress  in  his  recovery  from  a  motor 
accident.  Under  the  direction   of  Sister 

Ann  Ganter,  Relief  Society  is  held  each 
Thursday  at  Claudette.  Cottage  meetings 
are  being  held  fortnightly.  Recent  visit- 
ing speakers  at  the  Branch  meetings  have 
been  Brother  Francis  Donly  and  Brother 
and  Sister  William  Brummer.  At  the  age 
of  72  Brother  William  Kesselaar  passed 
away  21st  of  July.  We  join  the  family  in 
mourning  his  loss. 

North  West  Branch. 

William   Brummer,   President,   37,   Albert 

Road,  Newlands,  Johannesburg. 

Brother  Stephen  Brummer  and  his  family 

have  moved  to  East  Town  and  will  now  be 

near  to  attend  the  Branch  meetings.       The 

(Continued  on  page  107.) 
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Spiritualizing     Our     Social      Activities.— Fk^hi 

paye    105. 

these   social   activities.  Jt^hn    .Stiles,    ihv 

Scout  Commissioner  ol  Canada,  told  me 
recently  of  a  great  troop  oi'  Scouts  in 
Western  Canada.  Their  leatler  is  a  nujunted 
police. 

Said   Stiles  : 

He  has  no  trouble  in  discipline.  He's 
it.  He  has  no  trouble  in  uniiorminj^  his 
troop.  He's  it.  He  has  no  trouble  in 
having  the  Scouts  keep  a  trusf.  He's  it. 
He  goes  through  the  night  and  storms  to 
fill   his   engagement.  His   word    is   his 

bond.        He's  it. 

How  fortunate  are  young  people  who 
have  such  leadership!  Leaders  must  be 
patient  and  have  faith  in  young  men  and 
women.  Someone  in  far-oft  Russia  en- 
couraged a  young  man  in  his  musical  study. 
I  Shostokovitch.]  The\-  were  careful  antl 
patient  with  him  ;  and  when  his  country 
calletl,  although  young  in  years,  he  re- 
sponded to  the  defence  of  Petrograd  in  its 
long  siege.  While  fighting,  on  the  walls 
of  his  beloxed  home  city,  he  went  back  to 
his  barracks  and  there  wrote  his  famous 
Seventh  Syniphon}  ,  the  most  realistic  music 
of  all  fimes,  so  say  the  worki's  best  critics. 
Someone  had  faith   in  a   \(.)ung  man. 

The  bov  who  goes  swinging  along  \vith 
his  stick  and  listens  to  the  rhythm  of  the 
lat -a-tat-tal  he  makes  on  tin-  picket  fence 
may  not  help  the  paint,  but  is  helping  the 
artist  of  tt)-morr()\\ .  He  feels  and  enjoys 
the  riiythm  of  it  all. 

James  Russell  Lowell  writes: 

Every  clod  feels  a  stir  of  might,  an  in- 
stinct  within   it  that   reaches  and   towers, 
and,    groping   blindly   above    it    for   light, 
climbs  to  a  soul  in  grass  and  flowers. 
So  the  dormant  powers  within  oiir  young 
people   respond    and   climb   out    of   prisoned 
walls    and    blossom    in    lives    of    leadership 
and   fulness   of   life.        May   wc   be   able    to 
furnish  that  much  neetled  light. 

The  director  of  personnel  of  one  t)f  our 
greatest  western  intlustries  quotes  a  stud}' 
of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  "  eighty- 
five  per  cent,  of  our  success  depends  on  our 
relationships  with  people."  \\'e  must  have 
patience  and  wisdom  with  our  young  people 
if  we  would  spiritualize  our  social  activi- 
ties and  truly  guide  in  the  development  of 


the  gifts  within  them. 

^  oung  men  and  women  grow  best  under 
responsibility  with  wise  guidance  towartl 
worthy  objectives. 

In  the  field  of  their  .social  expression  there 
are  many  oppt)rlunities  for  ihem  to  take  on 
responsibility.  We  •  must     provide     wise 

guidance.         These  y«»ung   people  should  be 
used  more  I 

.At  least  half  of  our  leailership  in  the 
.Mutual  Improvement  .Association  could  well 
be  of  their  own  age. 

It  is  the  recoril  of  our  Church  that  many 
Relief  Society  presidents,  bishops  of  wards, 
iuid  presidents  of  stakes  have  had  their  early 
training  in  the  M.I.A.  Spiritual  strength 
antl  abilitN  in  leadership  came  to  them  as 
they  worked  in  spiritualizing  our  social 
activities. 

The  Prophet  Da\  id  records  in  the  149th, 
Psalm  : 

Praise  ye  the  Lord.  Sing  unto  the 
Lord  a  new  song,  and  his  praise  in  the 
congregation  of  saints.  .  .  .  Let  them 
praise  his  name  in  the  dance  :  let  them 
sing  praises  unto  him  with  the  timbrel 
and  harp. 

M.I.A.     accepts     of     its     opportunity     to 
spiritualize   our   social   activities,    through 
the  words  of  I{.   C.    Foster  : 

.\nd  now  life  calls  us  to  a  quest, 
To  love,  to  laugh,  to  work,  to  play, 
To  serve,  to  sacrifice,  to  pray  : 
He  calls — and   he   shall   have  our  best. 
Let  all  worthy  things  be  doni-  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord,    I   pray.        Amen. 

J  III  jiiavr  niriif    Knt. 

District  Highlights — From  page  1()6. 
Home  Sunday  School  in  Brother  Potgieter's 
home  continues  to  make  good  progress.  An 
excellent  meeting  with  22  present  was  held 
in  Fdendale  at  the  home  of  Brt)ther  and 
Sister  Louis  -Joubert.  Brother  Muir  was  the 
District  Presidency  \  isitor  to  the  Branch 
this  past  moiith. 
Krugersdorp  Branch. 

David  Hanticld,  President,  23,  Steikfontein 
Road. 
Sister  .\nna  K.  Banfield,  of  the  .Mowbray 
Branch,  is  a  visitor  in  the  home  of  our 
Branch  Presidency.  During  the  month  a 
\er\-  interesting  testimony  meeting  was 
held.  The    District    Presidencv    were    in 

attendance. 
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Ramah  Branch. 

Kvan  P.  W'lighl,  I'rcsiclcnl,  7,  Christciic 
Axi'iuie,  Cvrildene,  Johannesburg. 
The  following;  officers  and  teachers  have 
been  sustained  in  the  auxiliary  organiza- 
tions:— Sunday  School  Superintendency  : 
Fred  G.  Xinnow  with  (ieorge  Ganter,  Jnr., 
and  Fred  G.  Ninnow,  Jnr.,  counsellors  and 
Norma  Muir  secretary  ;  Relief  Society  Presi- 
dency :  Jean  Wright  with  Kitty  and 
Stephenie  Ninnt)w  counsellors  and  Sister 
Edie  Muir  secretary ;  Branch  Chorister : 
Albert  Ninnow;  Building  Superintendent: 
Tex  Smith;  Y. M.M.I. A.  President:  Vincent 
(ianter;  ^■.W.M■.I.A.  :  Margaret  Jennings 
presitlenl  with  Mercia  Muir  and  Doreen 
(ianter  counsellors  and  Minnie  Louw  secre- 
tary ;  Branch  (ienealogical  Supervisor : 
Edgar  Seeman  ;  Branch  Librarian  :  Sister 
Thelma     Ninnow.  Clarence     Muir,      the 

youngest  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Norman 
Cr.  Muir,  had  the  misfortune  of  breaking  his 

leg ;   he   is  recovering   satisfactorily. 

"  Give  the  Lord  a  Chance."— From  page  101. 
nature.  Brother  John  A.  Widtsoe  had  a 
remarkable  experience  that  you  probably 
have  read  about,  which  has  been  published 
in  years  gone  by,  when  he  was  in  Scandi- 
navia and  found  a  whole  collection  of 
genealogical  records  in  a  little  store  on  a 
side  street,  which  he  felt  prompted  to  visit 
without  knowing  why.  The  proprietors  did 
not  have  any  use  for  them,  and  he  bought 
them  very  reasonably.  They  were  Scandi- 
navian genealogies  that-  were  priceless,  but 
if  he  had  not  been  praying  about  it,  and  if 
he  had  not  been  looking  for  them,  and  if  he 
hail  not  obeyed  the  promptings  of  the  Spirit, 
he  would  not  have  found  them.  And  these 
particular  records  could  not  have  been 
duplicated  nor  otherwise  obtained  in  any 
manner  known  to  us. 

The  Lord  has  a  A\ay  of  accomplishing 
things  that  we  are  unable  to  do,  and  never 
asks  us  to  do  anything  that  he  does  not 
make  the  way  possible.  That  is  what  he 
told  us  through  Nephi.  He  will  not  require 
anvthing  without  preparing  the  way. 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  I,  Nephi,  said 
unto  my  father :  I  will  go  and  do  the 
things  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded, 
for  I  know  that  the  Lord  givcth  no  com- 
mandments unto  the  children  of  men, 
save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that 


they  may  accomplish  the   thing  which   he 

commandeth    them.        (Book   of   Mormon, 

I  Nephi  3:7.) 

If  you  ha\e  something  that  the  Lord  asks 
or  expects  you  to  do  and  you  don't  know 
just  how  to  proceed,  do  your  best.  M(j\e 
111  the  direction  that  you  ought  to  go ;  trust 
the  Lord,  gi\e  him  a  chance,  and  he  will 
never  fail  you. 

Impruvement  Em. 

The  M.I.A.  Theme  for  1946-47. — From  page  102. 
this  knowledge  finds  peace,  strength,  com- 
fort, and  enlightenment  that  can  come  in 
no  other  way.  He  finds  a  sustaining  and 
guiding  power  that  is  equal  to  his  needs 
under  all  circumstances.  And  as  he  is  true 
to  this  knowledge  he  walks  humbly  before 
his  God  and  deals  honestly  with  all  men. 

Several  generations  of  worthy  men  and 
women  both  young  and  old  have  won  ful- 
filment of  the  Lord's  promise;  they  know 
that  this  work  is  true.  In  their  hearts  is 
always  a  deep  anxiety  that  all  other  persons 
should  have  the  same  knowledge  with  its 
resultant  blessings.  They  plead  with  all 
other's  earnestly  to  seek  it. 

Year  by  year  this  cloud  of  witnesses  is 
growing  in  all  lands  and  climes.  Joy, 
spiritual  security,  and  confidence  in  the 
presence  of  God  is  their  reward.  May  I  in 
gratitude  and  humility  add  my  personal 
witness  to  the  swelling  host  who  testify — - 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost — that 
Jesus  Christ  the  Creator  and  Redeemer  of 
the  world  has,  in  our  own  time  and  coun- 
try, through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith, 
again  set  up  his  kingdom  and  that  in  it  is 
eternal  life.  In  the  name  of  Christ  our 
Lord.       Amen. 

Q   □  

I  am  suffocated  and  k)st  when  I  have  not 
the  bright  feeling  of  progression. — INIargaret 
Fiillev,  Church  Section,  Dcserct  News. 


.\il  our  prayers  are  addressed  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  heart,  readable  to  God  and 
ourselves  only. — Church  Section,  Dcserct 
Xcics. 


.Man  is  s{)irit.  The  elements  are  eternal, 
and  spirit  and  element,  inseparably  con- 
nected, receive  a  fulness  of  joy;  and  when 
separated,  man  cannot  receive  a  fulness  of 
joy.       D.  and  C.  11:17.    . 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and    Concert    Recitations    for 

October,    1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Thy  sacrilkc,  ()  Saviour,  dear, 
And  death  on  Calvary, 
Hath   given    mc    salvation's   cheer, 
And  I  remember  Thee. 

GOSPEL   DOCTRINE. 

Humble  NourseKes  therefore  under  the 
niii^ht}  hand  of  (lod,  that  he  may  exalt  you 
in  due  time.        1    Peter  5  :6. 

GOSPEL  MESSAGE. 

'i'lu'refore    v\e    oui^ht     to    j^ive    the  more 

earnest    lieed    to   the   thinj^s   which    we  ha\e 

heard,   lest   at   any  time  we  should  let  them 
slip.        Hebrews  2:1. 

SENIORS. 

Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace,, 
seasoned  with  salt,  that  ye  may  know  how 
ye  ought   to  answer  every  man. 

Colossians  4  :6. 

JUNIORS. 

For  we  through  the  Spirit  wait  for  the 
hope   of  righteousness   by    faith. 

(lalatians  5  :5. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

Hut  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge 
ol   our   Lord  and   Saxiour,    |esus  Christ. 

1  Peter  3:18. 

PRIMARY. 

II    somebody's   tired,   or   somebody's   okl 
Or  somebody's  eyes  can't  see. 
I'll  use  my  feet  anil  m\   hands  ami  nu   eyes 
Tiieir  messenger  I  will  be. 

KINDERGARTEN. 

Children    do   you    love   each   other? 
Are  you  always  kintl  antl  true 
Do  you  always  do  to  others 
As  you'd  have  them  do  to  you? 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
October,   1946 

"DO   NOT  BE  DECEIVED" 

"I     DO.N'T   go    to   church,    but    I    consider 

'  m\self  just  as  good  as  many  of  those 
who  do.  The  leaders  of  the  Church  expects 
too  much.  The  Lord  will  not  be  so  exact- 
ing. He  will  overlook  many  faults  if  our 
heart  is  right."  The  foregoing  statement 
was  made  at  the  conclusion  of  a  discussion 
and  summed  up  in  brief  the  opinion  of  a 
group. 

.Such  expressions  are  indicative  of  a  trend 
in  modern  thinking.  Careful  analysis  of 
the  above  statement  discloses  that  con- 
fession of  neglect  of  duty  is  admitted,  but  is 
justified  (jn  the  assumption  that  the  laws  of 
(ioil  will  be  modifietl.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  such  a  presumptuous 
opinion    could    be    formed.  Ancient    and 

jnodern  scripture  gives  no  sHich  implication 
of  leniency  while  on  the  other  hand  man  has 
received  very  specific  instruction  relative  to 
the  part  he  must  play  in  gaining  salvation 
in    the   kingdom   of   (iod.  Xot   only   are 

man's  duties  emphasized,  but  he  is  warned 
of  the  punishments  to  be  inflicted  upon  the 
disobedient. 

Man  is  also  cautioned  in  Holv  Writ,  that 
-Satan  will  strive  to  deceive  him  in  numer- 
ous ways.  The  prophet  Xephi  beheld  in 
\ision  the  present  day.  He  observetl  the 
intluence  of  evil  that  would  prevail  and  con- 
cerning- these  conditions  he  said,  "  And 
there  shall  also  be  many  which  shall  say  : 
ICat,  drink,  and  be  merrv  ;  nevertheless,  fear 
(iod — he  will  justify  in  committing  a  little 
sin;  yea,  lie  a  little,,  take  the  advantage 
of  one  because  of  his  words,  dig  a  pit  for 
thy  neighbour;  there  is  no  harm  in  this; 
.  .  .  anil  if  it  so  be  that  they  are  guilty, 
Ciod  will  beat  us  with  a  few  stripes,  and  at 
last  we  shall  be  saved  in  the  kingdom  of 
(iod.  .  .  .  And  Others  will  he  pacify,  and 
lull  4hem  away  into  carnal  security,  that 
they  will  say:  "  All  is  well  in  Zion  ;  yea, 
Zion  prospereth,  all  is  well — and  thus  the 
devil  cheateth  their  souls,  and  leadeth  them 
awav  carefullv  down  to  hell."  (II  Xephi 
28:8.   21.^ 

This  shouki  be  not  onlv  a  warning  but  a 
(Coiitiiined  on  page  112.) 
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Long   Lost   Quiet. 

"  Oau^liter  lias  anaii<:;ed  a  little  i)i('ce  ior  tin' 
j)iaii()." 

"  That's  tine."   cdiiniiented  the  lather.      "  It  s 
about  time  that  we   had  a   little   peace." 
□     Q 

Time  Doesn't   Wait. 

"  Did  you  fall  down  with  your  <i;o{)d  pants  ou, 
Toinuiie!-'  " 

••  01'  course.  There  wasn't  time  to  take 
them  oft." 

a    a 

Right  Angles  Necessary. 

"  1    had  a   tonjih   battle  to  <^et   into  society!  " 
"Had  to  keep   your   chin   up-'" 
"  No,  ju.st  mv  nose." 

Q     D 

No   Interpreter   Needed. 

"  Here's  a.  Iwok,  lady,  that  will  interpi'ct  all 
vonr  dreams." 

"  I'll  have  you  know  that  i  do  all  my  dream- 
ing in  English  I 

Q     G 

Buttonholed. 

"  What  are  vou  planning  to  do  to-night. 
dear?" 

"  Nothing  special.  I'll  probably  wiite  a  letter 
or  two.  listen  to  the  radio,  and  so  on." 

"  Well,    when    yon    get    to    the    m)    on.    don't 
forget  mv  shirt  button." 
Q    a 

Reason  for  Eviction. 

Junior  was  gazing  at  the  new  baby.  "  Did 
he  come  from   heaven?" 

"  Yes.  dear." 

"  With    all    that    noise    he's    making,    it's    no 
wonder  thev  put  him  out." 
□     □ 

Elementary,   My  Dear. 

"  You'll  have  to  put  another  stamp  on  this 
letter.       It's  too  lieavv." 

''  What?  That  will  only  make  it  that  mudi 
heavier." 

Safety  Precaution. 

"  You  musn't  ])lay  with  that  hammer.  You 
mitilit  hit  vonr  thumb." 

"No,  T  won't.        I'm   letting  Jimmy  hold  the 

nail  for  me  I  " 

Improvement  li«ra. 


How  to  Succeed. 

Ml'.  Jones:  '•  Who  is  the  mt:st  popular  l)oy 
in  your  school ?  " 

Oliver:  "  Last  term  Hobby  was.  He  gave  us 
all   the   measles." 

Boy's  Life. 

D      □ 

Discord. 

'i'hc  housewife  was  puzzled  when  a  i)iano-tuner 
knock(-d  at   her  door. 

"  I   didn't  call  you,"   she  said. 

"  No,"  replied  the  piano-tuner.  "  but  your 
neighbours  did.'' 

Boy's  Life. 

G      □ 

Didn't  Croak. 

Willie:  "  Mom,  if  the  baby  was  to  eat  tad- 
])oles,  would  it  give  him  a  bass  voice  like  a 
frog  ?  " 

Mother:  "Good  gracious,  no  I  They'd  kill 
him  ! 

AVillie:    "  Well,   thev   didn't." 

Boy's  Life. 

H     Q 

Out  like  a  light. 

My  bonnie  leaned  over  the  gas  tank, 
Tlie  height  of   its  contents  to  see ; 
I    lighted  a  match   to  assist  liini. 
Oil,  bring  back  my  bonnie  to  me. 

Boy's  Life. 
Q     □ 

And  No  Mistake. 

"This  is  a  good  restaurant,  isn't  it?"  asked 
the  customer. 

"Yes,  sir.  best  in  town,"  responded  tiie 
waiter.  "  !.f  you  order  a  fresh  egg,  you  get 
tlu'  freshest  egg  in  the  city,  sir.  If  you  order 
hot  soup,  vou  get  the  hottest  soup  in  tlie  city. 
If-  " 

'•  T  believe  you're  right,"'  interrupted  the 
mstomcr.        "  f  ordered  a  small   steak.'' 

Boy's  Life. 
Q    G 

A   Lid. 

Hubby:  "  Darling,  what's  wrong?  Why  the 
bandage  on  vour  eye?  " 

Wife-  "  ])(m't  be  funnv.  This  is  mv  new 
hat." 
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'Seek  Ye  the  Lord  While  He 
May  Be  Found' 


PliA^'Mli  li.-is  hc'i'ii  a  eiistoiii  of  llic  dcxoul 
llii()ii;^'li  llir  agos.  'I'l)i'  licatls  of  most 
men  from  lime  to  time  are  turned  to  prayer. 
Iravei-  has  l)een  on  the  ]i})s  of  tlie  truly 
great  men,  and  fi'om  it  they  iiave  found 
strength.  'Hu're  ai'e  some  few,  h(j\\ever, 
who  are  prone  to  scoil'  at  the  idea  of  prayer. 
l'ra\er  lliey  consider  as  a  "  crutch  if  one 
needs  a  crutch."  l^rayei'  they  suppose  is 
far  beneath  their  (hgnity  as  inti'lligeiit  free 
indi\i(hials.  Again,  tliere  are  those  wlio 
Feel  the  necessity  of  prayei'  only  undei'  ex- 
tremely straightened  circumstances.  Then- 
ai'e  others  whose  hearts  seem  continuously 
Innied  to  the  Infinite,  and  who  connnence, 
pursue,  and  close  the  day  with  a  prayer  in 
their  hearts. 

It  is  true  that  there  ai'e  various  tyfjcs  of 
pra\ers,  and  many  degrees  of  sincerity  in 
the  hearts  of  some  who  pray.  There  are 
many  who  pray  in  their  liearts.hut  who 
ha\e  not  gi\t'n  expression  x'ocally  to  their 
prayei's,  hut  newrtlieless  these  are  prayers, 
and  many  sueli  pi'ayers  are  as  sificere  as 
any  put  to  words.  In  some  instances,  those 
otiei'ing  these  silent  petitions  to  the  Loi'd 
may  not  e\en  l)e  mindful  that  llu'\  are 
actually  ])raying,  yet    in  realitx.   they  a)'e. 

Vi)V  our  purpose  in  tin's  article  wc  shall 
treat  oidy  with  two  types  ol"  individuals-- 
the  man  who  with  I'eal  intent,  and  humility, 
I'egularly,  petitions  his  Heaveidy  Father, 
as  compared  with  the  man  who  fails  to 
pi'ay  because  of  his  lacl<  of  ti'ust  in  its 
efficacy,  and  who,  in  his  own  vanity  scoff's 
at  the  prayi'r  of  an  I'arnest  soul.  The  one 
prays  in  faith:  the  otlu'r  places  no  creden:ie 
in  it. 
Tlif  Pnijicrfiil  M(Ui  : 

1.  He  has  faith  in  (lod,  and  his  fellow 
ht'ings,  and  leai-ns  his  true  I'tdationship  to 
llu'm,  as  well  as  the  responsibility  this 
relationshij)  entails. 

2.  He  senses  his  di'pendency  upon  the 
Lord,  and  appeals  for  the  necessary  help 
and  guidance  to  make  his  life  more  useful. 

3.  He  understands  the  value  of  a  soul. 


and  all  that  he  tloes  is  iuflucuced  'ler.BOV. 
Hr  truly  seeks  the  interest  of  his  neighbour. 
and  has  the  love  of  God  in  his  heart. 

i.  His  trust  in  the  J^ord  prouip-'s 
patience,  and  the  spirit  of  forgiveness.  He 
IS  long-suffering  and  slow  to  judge  a 
i)rother. 

.).  He  is  (|uick  to  acknowledge  an  error, 
will  seek  to  make  amends,  and  obtain  for- 
giveness. He  determines  to  forsake  all 
evil. 

(■).  He  is  h(jnesl  because  of  his  love  of 
honesty. 

7.  He  is  virtuous  because  of  the  beauty 
(jf  a  chaste  life,,  and  the  realization  that 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord  which  he  desires  to 
guide  him,  is  not  enjoyed  by  those  whose 
heai'ts,  minds  and  lives  are  not  clean  and 
pure. 

3.  A  high  purpose  directs  his  every 
action.  He  is  a  son  and  servant  of  God, 
which  I'ecpiin-s  that  he  be  a  servant  of  all 
the  children  (jf  Ciod.  He  loves  right  be- 
cause it  is  right.  He  despises  evil  because 
of  the  nature  and  source  of  evil.    He  realizes 

wickedness  nevei-  was  happiness."  He  is 
striving  for  eternal  life,  and  realizes  that 
sir\  ice  to  others  and  devotion  to  all  righte- 
ous principles  aie  the  only  preparation  and 
means  to  actjuiri'  the  "  greatest  gift." 
77/ r  Scoffer  Of  Praiicr: 
•  1.  Hv  ui'ither  trusts  nor  is  "  just  "  with 
the  Lord.  He  understands  not  his  responsi- 
bility to  (iod.  noi-  to  man,  since  he  dis- 
regards the  means  of  evaluating  man. 

2.  He  is  arrogant  and  proud.  He  "  sets 
at  naught  the  counsels  of  God.  .  .  .  and  has 
depended  u])on  his  own  judgment  and 
boasted  in  his  own  wisdom."  He  does  not 
appeal  for  help  or  light,  neither  does  he 
obtain  thesi'  gifts.  He  has  not  a  "  learn- 
ing attitude." 

8.  His  self-esteem  keeps  him  fully  occn- 
pii'd  with  matters  pertaining  solelv  to  him- 
self. 

4.  He  is  usually  (piick  to  judge  another; 
he  is  critical,  and  would    "  exact  the  poinid 
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of  Hesh."  lie  would  scourge  and  perse- 
cute the  iiiiui  who  dared  sin  against  hiip. 
His  measure  is  ti'uly  "■  an  eye;  for  an  ey'j 

5.  His  type  of  repentance  is  one  im- 
posed only  thi'ougli  the  foi'Ce  of  circuni- 
stanei's.  It  may  he  at  times  most  incon- 
venient h)r  liim  not  to  "  repent,"'  but  in 
liis  {\\)v  of  rt'peiitance  there  is  no  change 
ill  his  imie)'  self  for  lie  feels  "  the  king 
could  do  no  wrong." 

6.  His  honesty  is  not  determined 
through  a  sense  of  riglit  and  wrong,  but 
more  or  less  by  policy.  He  senses  his 
chances  are  better  if  he  adopts  "  honesty 
as  a  policy." 

7.  He  is  clean  in  his  living,  only  because' 
he  has  concluded  that  it  is  better  so  to  be. 
He  simply  can't  get  along  the  best  and  be 
unclean.  There  may  be  the  danger  of  ex- 
posui-e  and  the  resultant  embarrassment. 
His  type  of  conformity,  although  inhibit- 
ing his  actions,  has  no  bearing  upon  his 
thinking.  He  may  think  evil,  and' may 
nourish  the  evil  thoughts  of  his  heart. 
When  pohcy  would  not  otherwise  dictate, 
he  may  be  free  in  speaking  all  manner  of 
evil. 

8.  He  makes  no  claim  of  revelation  or 
inspiration  from  the  Lord.  He  seeks  no  in- 
spiration from  above.  Right  is  not  neces- 
sarily light  for  light's  sake,  but  because 
policy  makes  certain  demands.  Morality 
is  a  matter  of  convenience,  and  service  is 
usually  with  the  hope  of  personal  gain.  His 
philosophy  is  more  one  of  ' '  take  ' '  from  life 
I'ather  than  one  of  contributing  to  it. 

The  foregoing  comparison  we  hope  will 
nut  be  considered  as  a  judgment  passed,  but 
merely  as  the  recording  of  observations 
without  involving  personalities. 

There  may  be  some  who  pray  to-day,  who 
may  not  be  found  praying  to-morrow. 
There  may  be  many  not  praying  to-day  who 
through  repentance  will  be  praying  to- 
morrow. 

As  a  princii)le  we  urge  that  all  jn-ay. 
Pray  earnestly,  and  with  real  intent. 
Prayer  is  a  revealed  principle,  and  as  all 
other  principles  and  requiremetns  of  the 
Lord  has  been  given  for  our  good,  but  there 
is  a  rich  compensation  in  things  of  the  spirit 
beyond  earthly  price.  Surely  no  man 
bearing    the    Priesthood    of    God    can    be 


I'xercising  this  great  power,  or  have  influ- 
ence with  it,  unless  his  soul  is  open  to  ihr 
pr(;inptings  that  come  from  (iod,  from 
whom  Priesthood  derives  its  strength. 

Seel:  ijc  the  Lord  while  he  ■niaij  he 
jound,  call  ijc  tijioii  him  while,  he  in  near: 
Let  file  wieked  j'oiHake  his  ti'dij,  and  tlie 
iiinigJiteoiis  man  his  thoiujlitH  :  and  let 
lilm  refuni  untu  the  Lonl,  and  he  aiU 
hare  niereij  upon  him:  and  to  our  (iod, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon."  Isaiah 
r)r):C)-8.) 

/  //•/'//  ////  up  mine  eijes  unto  the 
hills,  from  whence  cometh  )ny  help.  \I ij 
help  eometh  from  the  Lord,  which  made 
heaven  and  earth."     (Psalms  121:1-3.) 

The  Lord  is  mij  light  and  mij  salva- 
tion ;.  whom  shall  I  fear?  The  Jjord  is 
tlie  strength  of  mg  life:  of  whom  shall  I 
be  afraid'}  "     [Psalms  27:1.) 
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definite  guide  to  him  who  may  be  confused 
in  his  thinking.  It  shoulcl  be  clear  that 
no  man  will  be  permitted  to  write  his  own 
passport  to  heaven.  Utter  disappointment 
will  be  the  reward  of  him  who  attempts  it. 
The  Lord  has  never  modified  any  of  his 
laws.  Even  the  decalogue  remains  in  force. 
One  of  the  Old  Testament  prophets  says, 
"  Fear  God,  and  keep  his  commandments: 
for  this  is  the  whole  dutv  of  man." 
(Eccles.   12:13.) 

It     is    usually    the    indolent    who    v.'ould 
make     God's     laws     less     stringent.  He 

deceives  himself  who  expects  full  pardon  for 
neglect  of  duty.  "  The  desire  of  the  sloth- 
ful killeth  him;  for  his  hands  refuse  to 
labour."  (Prov.  21:25.)  Service  is  one  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  gospel  and 
can  be  best  rendered  through  contact  with 
others.  The    Church    with    its   numerous 

activities  offers  a  most  desirable  field  of 
opportunity  to  serve,  not  only  the  Lord,  but 
our  fellow  men.  "  For  inasmuch  as  ye  do 
it  unto  the  least  of  these,  ye  do  it  unto  me." 
(D.  and  C.  42 :38.)  In  conclusion  these 
words  should  be  kept  uppermost  in  our 
thoughts,  "  If  thou  lovest  me  thou  shalt 
serve  me  and  keep  all  niv  commandments." 
(D.  and  C.  42:29.) 

From  The  Im provcmcnt  Era. 
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